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Tém tdt: Theo quan niém ctia ngudi Trung Qudc, nhimg con s6 khong don gian chi dwoc ding trong tinh

toan, ma chiing con ¢6 an chtra nhiing y nghia van hoa, triét hoc sau xa, ¢ thé d&nh hudng té1 doi song va van

ménh cta con ngudi. Con sé 3 1a mét trong nhitng con sb mang nhiéu y nghia vin hoa va tu tudng triét hoc

cuia ngudi Trung Quéc, ddng thoi ciing 14 con s§ dwoc moi ngudi yéu thich va sung bai. Con sb 3 trong tiéng

Viét ciing c6 § nghia vin hoa dic tha riéng. Vi vay viée dbi chiéu, so sanh nhitng ham ¥ vin hoa ciia con s6
3 trong tiéng Trung va tiéng Viét c6 nhitng ¥ nghia va gia trj thyc tidn nhit dinh, dong thoi giup chung ta
hiéu thém dugc su giéng va khac nhau vé quan niém vé van hoa giira hai nu6e Viét -Trung

Tur khoa: Trung Quéc, con sb, van hoa, triét hoc, quan niém Viét Nam

1.Y nghia vian héa cia con s6 3 trong
tiéng Trung Qube

Van vt trén thé giéi luén cd6 mot qua
trinh “bat dau”- “phat trién”- “két tinh”, s6 1
", 86 2 7, sb 3 =" trong tiéng Han
chinh la tuong trung cho ba budc ngoat cta
qua trinh nay. Trong do, sb 1 “— 1a khoi
nguén cua van vat, la tugng trung cho su san
sinh van vat cta vii tru; s6 2 <’ tuong trung
cho qua trinh phat trién cta van vat, sinh ra
am duong, 1 tidu chi phan hoa thé gidi vat
chat trong vii try; va sd 3 *=’ chinh la “két
tinh” ctia qua trinh nay, 1a két qua tat yéu cho
su phat trién cua vii try, san sinh ra su vat
m&i va phat trién thanh van vat. Trong quyén
“Pao Puc Kinh”, Lao Tt da ting nodi: “Pao
sinh nhét, nhat sinh nhi, nhi sinh tam, tam
sinh van vat”. Pay c6 thé coi 1a dinh nghia
day du va mang tinh triét hoc sau xa ctia Lao
Tt vé qua trinh hinh thanh thé gidi van vit.
Hira Than thoi Dong Han trong “Thuyét vin
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giai tu’” c6 ndi: “Nhét duy so thai sir, dao lap
vu nhét, tao phan thién dia, hda thanh van
véat..., tam: thién dia nhan chi dao da”...
cling da khéo léo miéu td qua trinh hinh
thanh thé giéi van vat va triét hoc bién
ching siu sic. Ngoai ra, trong “Thuyét vin”
con ghi “nhat ngau nhi vi tam”, tic 1a mot
cOng hai b@ing ba, nhu vay, s6 3 tré thanh sb
hoi tu day du ca 4m va duong. Trong “Str ky.
Luat thu” ciia Tu Ma Thién ciing cho ring:
“S4 bat dau 1a sd 1, két thiic 1a sb 10, thanh &
s0 3”. Cho nén, s6 3 tir xa xua da biéu thi
nghia sinh s6i, ndy né va dem lai diéu may
mén.

Trong vin hoa truyén thong va triét hoc
¢d dai Trung Qudc, sb 3 co y nghia rét
phong phi. Trong “Nhiing cdu chuyén cua
chit Han”, Ngb Thién Binh cho rang: “Trong
triét hoc ¢d dai Trung Quéc, s6 3 thuong
dugc dung dé “miéu ta thé gidi ty nhién va
xd hoi”[1], va con 1a “mot ky hiéu hét suc
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séng dong”[2]. Van su van vét trén thé gian
déu do sb 3 phat trién ra, cho nén cac sy vat
tir xua dén nay thuong lay s6 3 dé dit tén,
trong thién van, lich phap, ton gido, kién tric,
v.v déu lay sé 3 dé lam chuan. Vi du: Trong
tr nglr rat gon “Tam Tai”: chi Thién, Dia,
Nhan; “Tam Quang”: chi Nhat, Nguyét, Tinh;
“Tam Bao”: chi Phat, Phap, Tang; “Tam
Giao”: chi Nho, Pao, Phat; “Tam Huyén”:
chi Chu Dich, Lao Tu, Trang T, v.v. Tu ngl
do sb 3 tao thanh tuong ty nhu trén con rat
nhiéu, va ba sy vt duoc ciu thanh thuong
mang ¥ nghia “kinh dién”, cho nén tam ly
dan gian Trung Quéc rat sing bai con sb 3.
Céc tac gia ndi tiéng cua Trung Qudc cho
rﬁng: 6 3 ngoai biéu thi sd luwong 1a 3 ra, con
biéu thi nghia ‘rat nhiéu, cyc nhiéu’. Trong
“Y nghia s6 hoc cia chir sb va y nghia vin
hoa”, Luu Pan Thanh cho rang: “sé 3 1a su
bét dau sd nhiéu”[3]. Trong “Chit s6 than bi
b dai”, Diép Thu Hién, Dién Pai Hién cling
cho ring: “Xét tir goc d6 phat trién cia sé 3,
no bit ngudn tir thoi ky co s6 ctia xa hoi loai
nguoi khong vuot qua 3”[4], n6 va “da”
(nhiéu) c6 lién hé mat thiét voi nhau. Trong
tac pham noi tiéng nay, tac gia di dan ra sb 3
biéu thi ¥ nghia “da” (nhiéu) ciia cac hoc gia
nuéc ngoai. Ho déu cho ring, dan toc
nguyén thuy dung cho tén goi chi c6 “mot”
va “hai”, c6 lac co “ba”. Nghia ciia s6 3 ¢
nghia nhu “Thém mot”. Nhu vy, khi s6 cia
mot su vat ndo d6 vuot qua hai, nguoi
nguyén thiy thuong dung cach tinh “Thém
mot” hodc “Thém nhiéu”, pham 1a nhitng
chit sb thém vao déu duogc goi 1a Ba, vi thé
s0 3 mang ham nghia “rat nhiéu”. Trong
tiéng Han tir ¢b chi kim, cach dung sb 3
mang ham nghia “da”(nhiéu) rat nhiéu, vi du:
“Tam nhan hanh tit hitu nga su yén”, “Tam
tw nhi hu hanh”, “Tam nhéan thanh ho”,
“Tam phién ngi tha”, “Tam ngill thanh
quan”v.v. Trong cic tir ngit nay thi “sd 3”
déu biéu thi ¥ nghia “nhiéu”. S6 3 mang
nghia nay con dugc thé hién rat rd & cach

cAu tao chit Han. Néu nhu xét tur gbc do cAu
tao cua chit Han, chit do 3 b thu hgp thanh
da s6 déu co nghia “da” (nhiéu). Vi du: 3 bo
nhan ( A ) ghép lai thanh chit
“Chung”™£x”(chi nhidu nguoi), 3 bd moc

(KD ghép lai 1a chir “Sam” “#x”(chi nhiéu
cdy), 3 by thuy ( 7K ) ghép lai Ia
“Diéu”#x”(chi nhidu nuéc), 3 bo thach (£7)
ghép 1a “Ldi” “%” (chi nhiéu da), 3 bo nhat

(H) ghép lai 1a “Tinh™*{#”(chi nhiéu sao),
3 bd mao (E) ghép lai la “Tuyét”™ & (chi
nhiéu 16ng), 3 bo hoa( k) ghép lai 1a “Di¢m”
“%%”(chi ltra manh), 3 bo trung ( H) ghép lai
1a “Trang” “#”(chi nhiéu sau) v.v. Trong
qué trinh phat trién ctia ngdn ngit, mic du c6
mot sd chit dd mat di nghia ban dau cua no,
nhung hinh dang cta chit vin co thé cho
chung ta nhan biét duoc nghia “da” (nhiéu)
von ¢6 ctia nd.

Ngoai ra, sb 3 ciing biéu thi nghia it.
Trong “Vin Nhit Pa toan tap - Than thoai va
tho”, Vin Nhit Pa cho ring: “Trong hé
thong voi 10 1a s6 tron, 5 1a mot nira, 5 trir 2
b?mg 3,1as61it, 5 cong 2 b?mg 7, 1a 6 nhiéu”.
Trong sach cd thuong ndi dén 3 hoic 7,
thuong chi nghia nhu thé, sé tugng trung cho
s6 it hodc s6 nhiéu. S6 3 trong tiéng Han c6
rat nhidu noi biéu thi nghia sb it. Vi du:
“Tam truong ludng doan” biéu thi nghia
“nhd”, “ngoai y mudn”, chi sb it. “Tam sai
ludng thac” biéu thi ¥ “nhdm lan ngau
nhién”, cling chi rt it. “Tam ngon ludng
ngli”, “Tam thién da ngu ludng thién sai
vong” v.v. SO 3 biéu thi nghia nay thudng
dung két hop voi “hai” , “Ludng”.

Xét tir goc do khac, s6 3 con thé hién
nhiéu y nghia khac nhau trong doi séng vin
hoa, con 1a con sb twong trung cho két ciu
chinh thé “hoan nhat”, thé hién on dinh chic
chén nhat, vi du: “Tam vi nhét thé”, “Tam
tac dinh 1ap” v.v. Trong cudc sdng thudng
nhat, chiing ta d& dang nhén thiy rang, mot
chinh thé thuong do “ba bd phan” cdu thanh

moéi goi la hoan chinh, vi du: Mot bai van
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hodc mét ludn 4n nhét dinh s& do ba bd phéan
tao thanh “Loi noi dau, ndi dung chinh, két
ludn”, mot ngay ciing chia ra lam ba budi
“budi sang, budi chiéu, budi t6i”, con song
cling chia ra 1am ba phan “thuong luu, trung
luu, ha luu” v.v. Ngoai ra, nd con dai dién
cho vin hoa truyén théng cia dan toc Han.
Trong vin hoéa truyén thong cta Trung Quéc,
nguoi ta thuong su dung phuong phap chia
ba dé miéu ta tu nhién va xa hoi. Vi du:
“Tam tai” Thién, Pia, Nhan; “Tam quang”
Nhat, Nguyét, Tinh; “Tam tinh” Phutc, Ldc,
Tho; “Tam hitu” Tung, Trac, Mai. Thoi gian c6
qua khtr, hién tai va tuong lai; khong gian co
Nhan gian, Thién duong va Pia nguc, dong vat
¢6 Chim, Thu, C4, ching dugc phan biét sinh
séng & bau troi, mat dat va dudi nudc; khi
hau c6 Tam phuc va Tam citu, 1a nhiing ngay
noéng nhét va lanh nhat trong nam.

C6 thé noi, con sb 3 da tham thau dén moi
goc do cia van hoa Trung Qudc. Con ngudi
mdt ngay an ba bira; khi khiéng vat nang s€ ho
“mot, hai, ba”; nguoi ta chia vat thé thanh 1ém,
vura, nhd hoac trén, gitra, dudi; chia truong hoc
thanh truong dai hoc, truong trung hoc, truong
tiéu hoc. Khi ké chuyén ciing danh nhiéu tinh
cam wu ai cho con s6 3, vi du: “Tam da Bach
C6t Tinh”, “Tam da Chic Gia Trang”, “Tam
C6 Mao Lu”, “Tam khi Chu Du” v.v. Két cdu
nhu vdy trong tac pham van hoc khong phai 1a
hiém, va rat dwoc moi ngudi yéu thich. Song,
c6 mot diéu tha vi 13, trong tiéng Trung Qudc
khi sb 3 biéu thi sb thir tw, thi lai thuong mang
v nghia xau, vi du: “%5 =% Ké thir ba”, “F
—EePe tién”, “—UifEX“Nha van lang”
“ZULAKT, “Ca ST vuon” vy, cac tir nglt ndy
déu mang nghia khong tét, ham y khinh miét.

Con s 3 trong tiéng Han chira dung rat
nhiéu nhimg ¥ nghia vé triét hoc siu xa cua
Trung Qudc, tir thoi ¢ dai n6 di biéu thi
nhitmg ham y t6t dep. Vi viy, ngudi Trung
Qudc rat stng bai va yéu thich con s6 nay la
mdt diéu hét stc ty nhién. Pong thoi, qua day
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chung ta ciing phin nao hiéu thém vé tu tuong
va tap tuc van hoa ctia nguoi Trung Quoc.

2.Y nghia viin héa ciia con s6 3 trong
tiéng Viét

S6 3 trong tiéng Viét c6 hai tir biéu dat la:
“Ba” (tir thuan Viét) va “Tam” (tir vay muon
cta tiéng Hén). Nghia ctia “Ba, Tam” vé co
ban 1a gidng nhau. Nhung tan sut str dung cua
“Ba” cao va mang y nghia van hoa phong pht
hon “Tam”. “Tam” thudng ding dé chi sb
luong 1a 3, va da sb6 déu dugce dich truc tiép tur

“=” trong tiéng Han, vi dy: “Tam dai”,
“Tam Pat Puc”, “Tam gidc ddng minh”, “Tam
giap”, “Tam nghi”, “Tam nguyén”, “Tam thé”
v.v, trong d6 c6 mét s6 c6 y nghia quan trong,
ding dé chi quan niém luan thudng dao Iy
trong gia dinh, vi dy: “Tam tai”, “Tam bao”,
“Tam cuong ngii thuong”, “Tam dai dong
duong” v.v. Tuy rang, nhitng y nghia vin hoa
nay déu ké thira tir tiéng Han, song chung phu
hop v6i bdi canh xi hoi va muu cau nhan sinh
cua nguoi dan Viét Nam, vi thé cach goi con
$6 3 1a “Tam” ludn duge nguoi dan Viét Nam
yéu thich. Phat am cta tir “Tam” ciing gan
gidng v4i phat am cia tir “Tai”, cho nén theo
quan ni¢ém dan gian, nhitng nguoi lam an kinh
doanh rat thich con s nay, “Tam luc” (36)
(tuong trung cho ‘tai 19c’), “Tam bat” (38)
(tuong trung cho ‘tai phat’) luén la muc ti€u
ma ho hudng téi.

Tir “Ba” trong tiéng Viét ngoai nghia biéu
thi s6 luong 1a “3” ra, chu yéu biéu thi nghia
“da” (nhiéu), vi du: “Ba bo chin trau”, “Ba
chim bay ndi”, “Ba doi bay ho”, “Ba dau sau
tay”, “Ba lan bay luot”, “Ba dau sau tay”,
“Mot cay lam chfmg nén non, ba cdy chum lai
nén hon ndi cao”. Song, néu “da” (nhiéu) quéa
mirc thi khong tét, nén tir “Ba” con co nghia
“khong chuyén tdm, 16n xon lung tung, réi
boi”, vi du nhu: “Ba lang nhing”, “Ba va”,
“Ba hoa”, “Ba phai” v.v.

Tir “Ba” trong tiéng Viét con c6 nghia 14 chi
“gi6i han”, nguoi Viét Nam thudng ldy “Ba” dé
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lam thudce do, vi du: “Qua tam ba ban”, “Chéng ai
gidu ba ho, chr?mg ai kho ba doi”, “Co ba cudc,
thudc ba thang”, “Gai giéng cha giau ba ho, trai
giéng me kho ba doi” v.v.

Trong sinh hoat doi thuong cia nguodi dan
Viét Nam, sau khi cha me qua doi, con cai phai
“d6i tang ba nam” dé ghi nh¢ cong on dudng
duc cua cha me. Nhung, vi sao nhét dinh phai
doi tang “3 nam” ma khong phai 1a “1 nam”
hodc “2 nam”™? Trong tiéng Viét c6 cau tyc ngit
“Con 1én ba méi ra long me” da no6i 1én diéu
nay, vi vay sau khi cha me qua doi, con cai
nhit dinh phai “ddi tang ba nim” 1a vi 1& do.
Tinh nghia anh em ban bé ciing 1y “3 nam” dé
lam thudc do “Lam ban ba nam”.

Trong tiéng Viét, con s6 3 c6 nhitng lic
duoc coi 1a con s khong may man, biéu thi
nghia khong tot. Cho nén, din dén “Ba” trong
mong 3 4m lich ciia mdi thang va thang 3 4m
lich hang nim déu mang nghia khéng tét,
khéng may man. Tai sao lai nhu vay?

Tuc ngir Viét Nam c6 cau “Ché di ngay bay,
ché vé ngay ba”, “Ché thang ba, ga thang bay”,
“Thang ba ba gia chét cong”, “Thang Ba ngay
Tam”, “Ngay Ba thang Tam”, “Thang Tam doi
qua, thang Ba d6i chét”, “Thang Tam chua qua,
thang Ba da t¢i” v.v. Viét Nam la nude nong
nghiép lta nuéc, chi yéu lam nong nghiép,
“Thang ba am lich” 1a khoang thoi gian kho
khan nhat, mia mang thit bat, thuong thiéu
luong thyc, vi vdy anh huong dén tim 1y cia
nguoi dan, ngudi dan thuong c6 cam giac lo au,
khong may mén khi dén thang nay. Ngoai ra,
ciu “Ché di ngay bay, ché vé ngay ba” 1a do
nguoi dan Viét Nam dac két tir kinh nghiém,
“ngay bay, ngay ba” 1a do khi mat trang va trai
dat quay gdy anh huong khong tét cho stc
khoe con nguoi, nén vao thoi gian nay di ra
ngoai hodc 1am bét clr viéc gi cling cam thay
khong thuan loi, khong dat duoc Kkét qua nhu
mong mudn. Vi vdy, néu c¢6 viéc quan trong
can di ra ngoai vao “ngdy bay, ngy ba”, ngudi
Viét Nam déu rat than trong, vao hai ngay nay

khong td chire nhitng sy kién 16n, dé tranh
nhiing viéc bét lgi. Chinh vi hai nguyén nhan
nay di din dén tdm Iy cta nguoi Viét Nam
khong thich s6 3, cho ring s 3 1a con s
khong may man, nguy hiém. Quan niém nay
cling da phan anh dén ca cudc séng doi thuong
cta nguoi dan, vi du nhu: Khong chup anh ba
ngudi, Tam nhan bit ddng hanh, v.v. , ciing ¢
nghia 1a khéng may min. Va dwong nhién,
trong tinh yéu, trong hon nhan, “ké thu ba”
cang khong duoc nguoi ta don nhan.

Nhu véy, co thé thay con sb 3 tuong nhu
kho khan, don di€u, nhung trong van hda Viét
Nam né6 lai c6 mot doi sdng sinh dong va
phong pht, chira dung rat nhiéu y nghia vin
héa thu vi. Thong thuong nd dugce sir dung voi
ham y tbt, song d6i khi ciing am chi nhiing
diéu khong may mén. Mic du, chua co co s&
khoa hoc ndo chirg minh diéu nay, song trong
cudc sdng hang ngay, con ngudi ta van ludn
mong hudng t6i nhirng diéu t6t dep va kiéng
ky dé phong tranh nhimg diéu khong may min,
vi vy bét luan con sé 3 trong tiéng Viét co
thuc su mang nhitng ham y dé hay khong, thi
n6 van cir ton tai trong cudc sdng doi thuong
ctia chung ta va 4n chira nhiéu diéu ky diéu.
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SUMARY
BALANCED COMPARATIVE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NUMBER
3
MIDDLE ENGLISH AND VIETNAMESE
According to Chinese concept, the simply numbers are not only basically used
in calculations, but also ecncompass its cultural and philosophical significance which are
able to have influence on human life. The number 3 is significant related to the Chinese
culture and philosophy, besides, it is kind of adorable and favorite number. So the
comparison, comparisons of the cultural implications of '3 'in Chinese and Vietnamese
have different meanings and certain practical value, and in turn the problem we learn
more about the similarities and differences concept of culture between Vietnam and
China
Keywords: Chinese, numbers, cultural, philosophy, concept
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Foreign Language Faculty- TNU
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